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Newsletter Editor: 

Sonja Kapoun-Roof 
 
 

A Publication of the Omaha Czech Cultural Club 

Even before the festival 
I want to take this time 
to thank everyone who 
has worked 
so hard on the festival 
preparation and 
planning.  I encourage 
all our members to 
volunteer, 
sell raffle tickets and 
put your signs out.  This 
is our club’s biggest 
fundraiser, but even 
bigger 

than that, this is our 
chance to show the 
community who we are 
as Czechs.  Czechs 
have always 
had a big heart and I 
thank each of you for 
your time and 
contributions.  Without 
you there would 
be no festival. 
 
I've used this closing 
thought before - 

 
"We judge ourselves by 
our intentions.  The rest 
of the world judges us 
by our actions." 
Earl H. Arvey 
 
I wish you all Easter 
blessings and peace. 
 
I am honored to serve - 
Steve Stastny, 
President OCCC   

Festival:  Kolače Baking Underway 
 Baking for this year’s 

festival has already 
begun at St. Peter 
Claver Cristo Rey 
Catholic High School. 

On March 28th, over a 
dozen baking members, 
ranging from absolute 
beginners to seasoned 
professionals, spent 
one of two scheduled 
bake days preparing for 
this year’s festival.  
Over 900 kolače were 
baked and frozen for 
the bake sale table. 

The next and final bake 
day will be on 
Thursday, April 9th.   

The festival kolače 
baking days are a great 
way to learn a time-

honored tradition and to 
share in a family 
building activity.  If you 
missed this year’s 
baking days, be sure to 
join the bakers next 
year. 
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Membership News 

Do you have news about anyone 
in the club? 

If so, don’t forget to send it to 
us…

Are we missing your birthday? 

Contact Membership 
Chairperson,

Nancy Daniel at 
342-2515

or
eddan1@cox.net

 Membership as of 2/23/09 is 220 
members, including 184 adults and 
36 children. 

April Birthdays! 

1 Debra Novak 
2 Evelyn Roesler 
8 Tony Pokorny 
8 Marian Mach 
10 Evelyn Humlicek 
11 Michelle Schiefen 
12 Justin Janacek 
12 Duane Humlicek 
21 Margaret Semin 
22 Dave Jaros 
25 Mickey Dalton 
29 Tim Roof 

 
The remaining 2008/2009 meeting 
date at South Omaha Sokol: 

• May 17 

Committee News 
BOUTIQUE: The 
Boutique committee is 
looking for ideas for new 
crafts.  We need 
additional members.  
Call Pat at 393-7469, if 
interested.  

BY-LAWS: Several 
members have already 
volunteered to be on the 
by-laws committee to 
help update the Club’s 
by-laws. Call Pat Kutilek 

at 393-7469 to volunteer. 

FOOD: Volunteer to plan 
the main dish at the May 
meeting. Talk to Millie 
Marne or Geri Hurlbutt to 
sign up. 

PROGRAMMING: What 
interests you?  It’s time 
to think about 
programming for next 
year.  Submit your ideas 
to Sonja Kapoun-Roof 
(ahoj.sonja@gmail.com). 

The Festival Kids Activities Committee asks you to donate 
glassware for the coin toss booth.  Please bring donated 
items to the next meeting or festival. 

The proposed ballot 

for the 2009-2010 

Omaha Czech 

Cultural Club Board 

is: 

President 
Sonja Kapoun-Roof 

President Elect 
Steve Ourecky 

Vice President 
Steve Wineteer 

Secretary 
Pat Kutilek 

Recording Secretary 
Mary Bystrom 

Treasurer 
Michelle Schiefen 

Delegate to the NE 
Czechs Trudi Stastny 
 

Alt Delegate to NE 
Czechs Ed Daniel 
 

Members at Large 
Geri Hurlbutt 
George Svagera Jr. 

 

If you have questions 

regarding the elections, 

please contact the 

Nominating Committee 

Chairperson, Dorothy 

Patach. 

OCCC Board 
Elections May 17 
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South Omaha Sokol, Omaha, NE, March 8, 2009 at 12:30 PM 
 

Minutes taken by acting recording secretary, Monica Brown. 

Meeting called to order by President Steve Stastny. 

• Moment of silence 

• Pledge of Allegiance 

• Laddie Prazan led the group in singing the Czech and Slovak national anthems. 

• A lunch of Czech hot dogs was prepared by Millie Marne and Helen Pokorny, along with side dishes and 

desserts provided by the members.  

While the members were going through the food line - the April 19, 2009 festival preparations were discussed: 

• Raffle tickets: Members encouraged to sell at least two books of ten raffle tickets at $1 per chance. 

• Cake walk: mixes and frostings were donated/bought for the members to take home and bake 

o A contest will be held for the best decorated cake.   

• Publicity: Yard signs advertising the festival available, members can take three or more home 

• Volunteers: Sign-up sheets for various jobs at the festival were there. 

• Dinner: Location will take place downstairs again and 1,000 pork meals will be ordered.  We will serve until all is 

gone.  Last year we served until about 3:15. 

• Displays: The Czech travel bureau sent Steve a package of travel brochures, landmarks and historical sites 

information.  The brochures are available for anyone to look through. 

• Donations: Thanks to Mary Bystrom and her crew, who have been soliciting donations - 75 businesses have been 

contacted; over 50 businesses have already promised or sent gift certificates. 

Other Business/Announcements: 

• Steve officially welcomed any new members or guests present.  He asked the crowd to introduce themselves to 

those nearby and make them feel welcome. 

• The Czech Language Foundation dinner/auction on March 29th.  Tickets are available from Trudi Stastny. 
• The split the pot drawing was won by Elaine Jones.  The other half of the money went to the Scholarship Fund. 
• Dorothy Patach spoke about nominations for the OCCC Board. 

o Nominees thus far are:  Sonja Kapoun-Roof - President, Steve Ourecky - President-Elect, Steve Wineteer - 

Vice President, Michelle Schiefen – Treasurer, Pat Kutilek – Secretary, Mary Bystrom - Recording Secretary, 

Geri Hurlbutt and George Svagera - Board Members-at-Large, Trudi Stastny and Mary Bystrom - Delegates to 

the NE Czechs, Ed and Nancy Daniel - Alternate Delegates to the NE Czechs 

o It was moved and seconded to approve the ballot.  The vote passed.  Other names may still be submitted.  

Election of officers will take place at the May meeting.  Thanks to Dorothy Patach for chairing the 

Nominations Committee. 

• Millie Marne spoke on behalf of the Scholarship Committee. 

o All college students who completed the application process received a scholarship.  Many recipients or their 

family members were present to receive the scholarship.  Students who have previously won the scholarship 

were awarded $100 each: Bohumir Benak, Kelcie Prazan, and Anne Rivas.  First-time recipients received 

$350 and include: Anne Duda, Kaitlin Duda, Jonathan Foutz, Jane Rivas, Amanda Sladek, and Kelsey Svagera.  

A total of $2,400 was awarded. 

o In the future, changes will be made to the application process.  Fundraising will be done to add to the 

scholarship fund. 

o Thanks to Millie and all who served on the Scholarship Committee. 

Steve Wineteer then presented an informative program on Maria Gulovich and the National Uprising of 1944 in Slovakia.  
Maria Gulovich, a young Slovak schoolteacher, played a major role in that event and time.  Many members attended the 
educational presentation.   

The meeting adjourned at 3:00 pm. 

Meeting Minutes respectfully submitted by Pat Kutilek, Secretary 
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Treasurer’s Report 
By 
Michelle Schiefen 
  
 

Czech-Slovak Folklore Festival  

Sunday, April 19, 2009 
11:00 am – 4:00 pm 

Admission $2 (Admission $1 with a Food Bank Donation) 

Schedule of Events 
11 AM – 4 PM Roast Pork Dinner, Kolache & Bake Sale, Czech 
Boutique, Cake Walk, Kids Activities, Czech Imports, Czech 
Museum, Raffle, Calcutta, Silent Auction, Author Victor Verney 
11 AM  Opening Ceremony 
10 AM – 12 PM   Accordion Jamboree 
11:45 AM   Sauerkraut Making Demonstration - Pep Benak 
12 PM   2009 Miss Czech-Slovak Queen Coronation 
12:15 PM   Kolache Bake-Off 
12:30 PM   Clarkson Adult Besada Dancers 
        UNL Robitschek Scholar, Barbora Polachova 
1 PM – 1:45 PM   Ostry Family Performance 

Youths of Totalitarian Regimes: the Role of Czech Students 
in 1939, 1968 & 1989, Dr. Mila Saskova-Pierce 

2PM – 4 PM   Polka with the Nebraska Czech Brass Band 
2:45 PM   Kolache Eating Contest 
3 PM   Sauerkraut Making Demonstration - Pep Benak 
4 PM   Raffle Drawing 

***Schedule subject to change*** 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ways you can 
make our 
festival 

successful 

����Work the bake 
sale booth 
����Sit at ticket 
booth 
����Serve food (up 
or downstairs) 
����Sign-up for to 
work the 
cakewalk booth 
����Help clean & 
set up hall 
����Bus the 
downstairs dinner 
tables 
����Sell dinner 
tickets 
����Solicit local 
businesses for 
donations 
����Bake kolače, 
cakes or other 
baked goods 
����Remind your 
family, friends, 
neighbors and co-
workers about the 
festival 
 

Call Steve or Trudi to 
volunteer 339-7551. 

Membership,  

2,095.53 

EthnicNight, 

413.76
WorldFest, 

263.04

Royalty,  (95.71)

Kitchen,  

(188.95)

ChristmasParty,  

(278.17)

Festival-2009,  

(548.89)

Newsletter,  

(571.64)

Programming,  

(580.84)

Administration,  

(1,140.66)

General Fund - Committee Expenses 
YTD 2008-09 

Fund Balances - YTD 2008-09 
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There is violence and injustice in 

our world that must be 
confronted. We must confront it 

not by splitting apart, but by 
standing together as free 

nations, as free people. I know 
that a call to arms can stir the 
souls of men and women more 
than a call to lay them down. 
But that is why the voices for 
peace and progress must be 

raised together.  
 

Those are the voices that still 
echo through the streets of 

Prague. Those are the ghosts of 
1968. Those were the joyful 

sounds of the Velvet Revolution. 
Those were the Czechs who 

helped bring down a nuclear-
armed empire without firing a 

shot.  
 

Human destiny will be what we 
make of it. Here, in Prague, let 
us honor our past by reaching 

for a better future. Let us bridge 
our divisions, build upon our 

hopes, and accept our 
responsibility to leave this world 

more prosperous and more 
peaceful than we found it.  

 

Excerpt from President 
Obama’s speech in Prague 

on 4/4/09. 
 

The Burning of the Witches, April 30 
MyCzechRepublic.com, Contributed by Petr Chudoba 

 On the evening of April 
30th, Czechs gather to 
build a bonfire and 
prepare an effigy of the 
witch that kept winter 
around so long. 
Czechs used to believe 
that the power of 
witches would weaken 
as the weather got 
warmer. So they 
thought that if they 
made something that 
looked like a witch and 
burned it, they could 

finally get rid of the 
cold weather. First, 
they tie two large sticks 
together to form a 
cross. Then they stuff 
old shirts, pants and 
socks with straw and 
place a pointed hat on 
the top of the stack. 
The witch is tied to a 
broomstick and set 
aside until darkness 
falls. When the fire is 
roaring, people roast 
sausages on sticks, 

strum guitars, and sing 
their favorite songs. 
Everyone looks 
forward to nightfall, 
when they will face the 
spirits of the witches. 
As soon as it's dark, 
the effigy of the witch 
is brought out and held 
up for all to see. Then, 
with a heave of the 
arm, it is thrown on top 
of the bonfire. As the 
witch burns, so does 
the last of winter's chill. 

 
Meet Victor 
Verney at 

our festival! 

Meet Victor Verney 
http://www.frontline-books.com/ 

Proč se mají vnoučata a prarodiče tak rádi?  

Protože mají společného nepřítele. 

Can you figure out what this means?  Dictionaries allowed. 
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Omaha Czech Cultural Club Donations 
Festival Fund _________ General Fund _________ Queen Fund _________ Scholarship Fund _________ 

Name: _________________________________________________________________________________ 

Address: _________________________________ City ___________________ State _____ Zip _________ 

In memory ____ In honor _____ of __________________________________________________________ 
 

Make check or money order out to the Omaha Czech Cultural Club and mail it to the OCCC at PO Box 24367, 
Omaha, NE  68124-0367. The OCCC is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization. 

$75 Scholarship Donation…In Memory of Ann and Anton Novotny by Mary Ann Rivas 

 

 

Donation Recognition 
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  ice skating – bruslení 

  hockey – hokej 

  volleyball – odbíjená 

  basketball – košíková 

  swimming – plavání 

  wrestling – zápas 

 

  sports – sporty 

  baseball – bejsbol 

  soccer – fotbal 

  tennis – tenis 

  football – americký fotbal 

  gymnastics – tělocvik 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

    4/19  OCCC Festival, Sokol Hall, 21st & U Sts 

   5/17  OCCC Meeting – Movie, Sokol Hall, 21st & U Sts 
 
 

Czech out these events!Czech out these events!Czech out these events!Czech out these events!    
Mark your calendars now 

Czech Vocabulary 
 

Omaha Czech Cultural Club 
Board Members 

President 
Steven Stastny, 339-7551 

President Elect 
Sonja Kapoun-Roof 

Vice President 
Steve Wineteer 

Secretary 
Pat Kutilek, 393-7469 

Treasurer 
Michelle Schiefen 

Delegate to the NE Czechs 
Trudi Stastny, 339-7551 

Alt Delegate to the NE Czechs 
Ed Daniel, 342-2515 

Members-at-Large 
Geri Hurlbutt 

Sandy Schnackenberg 332-3233 

 


