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A Publication of the Omaha Czech Cultural Club 

Letter from the President 

 HAPPY NEW YEAR!  

  A big THANKS to all 
the members who 
attended the OCCC 
Christmas party at 
Eddie's.  Trudi and her 
team did an outstanding 
job.  Once again we 
had approximately 90 
people attend.   

  Tom Sladek played his 
accordion and sang 
Christmas songs.  
Sonja talked about 
different Czech  
Christmas traditions 
and Millie read the 
Christmas Carp.  Over 
50 door prizes were 
handed out.  A good 
time was had by all. 

  A big THANKS goes 
out to Eddies.  The food 
and service was 

outstanding. 

  Speaking of Christmas 
and parties, I hope 
everyone had a nice 
Christmas and got at 
least one thing from 
Santa that they wanted. 

  As I sit here and look 
out my window at this 
snowy, winter 
wonderland I can't 
help but think  
FESTIVAL, yes 
FESTIVAL!!! 

  I've been lucky 
enough to have a "High 
Profile Festival Planner" 
keeping me on track.  
I'm sending out a 
S.O.S.-VOLUNTEERS 
needed.  Please 
donate at least two 
hours of your time to 
the festival. 

  We have a great 
second half of the year 
planned.  The board will 
resume board meetings 
again in January 2009. 
As always - BOARD 
MEETINGS are open to 
the membership. They 
are held the last 
Tuesday of every 
month.  Contact Pat 
Kutilek if you have 
questions or would like 
to attend. 

I leave you with this 
closing thought - 

"It is easy to sit up and 
take notice.  What is 
difficult is getting up and 
taking action."   AL BATT 

I am honored to serve - 
Steve Stastny, 
President OCCC   

DATE: Jan 11, 2009 
PLACE: South Omaha Sokol  

COST: $2.00 12 & under free 

TIME: 12:30 pm  
luncheon followed by 
program 

Chili will be provided by 
the club.  Members are 
asked to bring side 
dishes and desserts 
based on the first letter 
of their last name.  

Mila Saskova-Pierce shares her experiences, 

“Growing Up Under Communism”  
A – M: salads, vegetable 
dishes or casseroles 
N – Z: breads or 
desserts. 

Members are asked to 
check in at the 
membership table as 
they arrive, where they 
will be given a “dinner” 
chip for their meal. 

Dr. Mila Saskova-Pierce, 
recounts her experiences 

growing up under 
communism in 
Czechoslovakia. 

Mila first presented her 
program to us at last 
year’s festival.  Her 
presentation was so 
popular, we thought we 
should ask her to 
present it at one of our 
monthly club meetings. 

See you there! 
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Membership News 

Do you have news about anyone 
in the club?  

If so, don’t forget to send it to 
us… 

 
Are we missing your birthday?  

 
Contact Membership 

Chairperson, 
Nancy Daniel at  

342-2515 
or 

eddan1@cox.net 

 

Don’t forget to mark your 
calendars with the 
remaining 2008/2009 
meeting dates. 

 January 11♦ 

 *February 15♦ 

 *March 8♦ 

 April 19♦ 

 May 17♦ 

Programs will be 
announced in newsletters 
as they are confirmed. 

*Denotes date change 

Meeting Locations  
  ♦South Omaha Sokol   
    Hall 
 
Send a card or letter to 
brighten a fellow club 
member’s day… 

Joseph Cervenka 
Madonna Rehab Hospital 
5401 South Street 
Lincoln, NE 68506 

 Membership as of 12/26/08 
is 206 members, including 
174 adults and 32 children.  

Member Spottings 
Hal Holoun had a display of 
his paintings at Kiechel Fine 
Art Gallery in Lincoln from 
November 7th to December 
12.  His work has been 
included in numerous 
groups and invitational 
exhibitions at such 
institutions as the Tucson 
Art Museum and the 
Museum of Nebraska Art.  
His work is included in the 
corporate collections of The 
Marriott Corp, Los Angeles, 
and First National Bank, 
Omaha. 

In recent Fraternal Heralds, 
club members Anton 
Pokorny is pictured as a 75-
year member and Doris 
Ettlin is pictured as a Zest 
Lodge delegate of the NE 

State Western Fraternal Life 
Association Convention in 
Columbus, NE. 

January Birthdays! 
 
1 Elaine Jones 

12 Debb Egermier 

14 Dorothy Mengedoht 

17 Walter Fisher 

18 John Svagera 

21 Gerry Wineteer 

22 Jean Bartek 

23 Charlotte Young 

25 Steve Stastny 

26 Ray Vodicka 

28 Kristie Horn 

30 Charles Mach 

Committee News 
SCHOLARSHIP 
COMMITTEE: If there is 
someone you would like 
to honor or to have 
remembered, a 
scholarship donation in 
their memory would be 
greatly appreciated. 

BOUTIQUE 
COMMITTEE: The 
Boutique committee will 
meet at Pat Kutilek's 
home on Saturday, 
January 10 at 1 pm.  It 
will be a planning 
meeting and we are 
looking for ideas for new 
crafts.  We need 
additional members.  
Please come if you are 
interested in crafts. 

Call Pat at 393-7469 for 
directions.  

BY-LAWS: Several 
members have already 
volunteered to be on the 
by-laws committee to 
help update the Club’s 
by-laws. Call Pat Kutilek 
at 393-7469 to volunteer. 

FOOD: Volunteer to plan 
the main dish at one of 
our monthly meetings. 
Talk to Millie Marne or 
Geri Hurlbutt to schedule  
one of the remaining 
months. 

Many hands make light 
work--ask other 
members to help you. 
You will be responsible 
for only the main dish. 

WORLDFEST 2008: 
Monica Brown and her 
committee represented our 
club and our heritage 
tremendously.  Thank you 
to those who donated 
baked goods to the bake 
sale: Monica Brown & 
Carrie Brown, Jackie 
Buchta, Bonnie Beacom, 
Millie Marne, Geri Hurlbutt 
and Sonja Kapoun-Roof.  
Also, thanks to Carrie and 
Emmy for performing, as 
well as, to our OCCC 
royalty. 

ETHNIC NIGHT: What a 
great night!  Thank  you to 
everyone who helped 
make the evening a 
success! 

mailto:eddan1@cox.net
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2009 OCCC Royalty Search Continues! 

 
The OCCC royalty 
committee is searching 
for candidates to serve 
as the 2009 Queen, 
Princess, Jr. Princess 
and Prince. 

If you know an outgoing 
young lady who: 

 is a resident of 
Nebraska 

 is of Czech and/or 
Slovak decent 

 is between the ages 
of 16 and 26 

 has a sparkling 
personality 

 would like to 
represent the OCCC 
during 2009 

 and compete in the 
2010 state queen 
pageant,  

please call Nancy 
Daniel at 342-2515, Pat 
Kutilek at 393-7469 or 
Sandy Schnackenberg 
at 332-3233 or email 
them at: 
eddan1@cox.net, 
dpkutilek@cox.net or 
scbenak@cox.net for a 
queen application. 

The 2009 queen will be 
crowned at the OCCC 
festival on April 19, 2009 
and will spend an entire 
year representing the 
OCCC as she travels to 
Czech-Slovak events.  

Once she has completed 
her reign, she will crown 
the 2010 OCCC queen 
then compete in the 
2010 state pageant in 
Clarkson, Nebraska in 
June of 2010. 

If you know a young lady 
between the ages of 8 
and 15, or a young man 
between the ages of 8 
and 12 that would like to 
represent the OCCC by 
serving as Princess, Jr. 
Princess or Prince, and 
attend various Czech 
events with the 2009 
OCCC queen, please 
contact Nancy, Pat or 
Sandy for an application. 

Prague Post Interviews OCCC President 

 OCCC President, Steve 
Stastny was recently 
asked by Mr. Todd 
Milbourn, Freelance 
Reporter for The Prague 
Post, to answer a few 
questions ………. 

1. Do you think not having 
to get a visa will lead more 
Czech citizens to travel to 
the United States?  YES. 

2. If so, how do you think 
that might affect 
perceptions of Czech 
culture in the United 
States and vice versa? 
Czechs have always been 
very progressive in their 
thinking and history is full 
of examples of how 
Czech's have always 
been able to think outside 
the box.  Czech culture 
and influences in politics, 
religion, social and 
economical progress is 
woven into the very fabric 
of America.  Czechs have 
been in America since its 

beginning.  Czech 
Americans will always find 
a way to travel home.  
Czech Americans are 
passionate about their 
ancestry.  Even today in 
many of the small towns 
throughout the United 
States, Traditional Czech 
festivals are still held. We 
are Americans first, but 
will always be Czech at 
heart. 

3. Has the visa issue been 
a concern among 
members of your 
organization?  Our 
concern was to get the 
visa requirement lifted 
allowing for easier travel 
by "all" Czechs to the 
United States. 

4. How has the visa 
requirement affected the 
ability of Czech citizens to 
visit and do business in 
the United States? 
This question would best 
be answered by an 

everyday citizen of the 
Czech Republic. 

5. The U.S. visa waiver 
program comes 19 years 
after the fall of 
communism. Do you think 
that was too long?  YES. 

6. Some people in the 
Czech Republic feel that 
the visa waiver program is 
the Bush administration's 
way of saying "thank you" 
to the Czech Republic for 
supporting U.S. foreign 
policy, including the 
construction of a radar 
base in the Czech 
Republic?  I cannot 
honestly answer this 
question.  I was not 
involved in the discussion 
between the two 
governments.  People will 
believe what they want to 
believe.  I'm sure the 
Czech government 
reviewed all their options 
very closely before 
agreeing.    

Applications must be 
postmarked by 
January 30, 2009.  

mailto:eddan1@cox.net
mailto:scbenak@cox.net
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březen  2009 

n p ú s č p s 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

8 9 10 11 12 13 14 

15 16 17 18 19 20 21 

22 23 24 25 26 27 28 

29 30 31     

únor  2009 

n p ú s č p s 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

8 9 10 11 12 13 14 

15 16 17 18 19 20 21 

22 23 24 25 26 27 28 

       

leden  2009 

n p ú s č p s 

    1 2 3 

4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

11 12 13 14 15 16 17 

18 19 20 21 22 23 24 

25 26 27 28 29 30 31 

prosinec  2009  

n p ú s č p s 

  1 2 3 4 5 

6 7 8 9 10 11 12 

13 14 15 16 17 18 19 

20 21 22 23 24 25 26 

27 28 29 30 31   

září  2009  

n p ú s č p s 

  1 2 3 4 5 

6 7 8 9 10 11 12 

13 14 15 16 17 18 19 

20 21 22 23 24 25 26 

27 28 29 30    

červen  2009 

n p ú s č p s 

 1 2 3 4 5 6 

7 8 9 10 11 12 13 

14 15 16 17 18 19 20 

21 22 23 24 25 26 27 

28 29 30     

duben  2009 

n p ú s č p s 

   1 2 3 4 

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 

12 13 14 15 16 17 18 

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 

26 27 28 29 30   

červenec  2009 

n p ú s č p s 

   1 2 3 4 

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 

12 13 14 15 16 17 18 

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 

26 27 28 29 30 31  

říjen  2009  

n p ú s č p s 

    1 2 3 

4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

11 12 13 14 15 16 17 

18 19 20 21 22 23 24 

25 26 27 28 29 30 31 

květen  2009 

n p ú s č p s 

     1 2 

3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

10 11 12 13 14 15 16 

17 18 19 20 21 22 23 

24 25 26 27 28 29 30 

31       

srpen  2009 

n p ú s č p s 

      1 

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

9 10 11 12 13 14 15 

16 17 18 19 20 21 22 

23 24 25 26 27 28 29 

30 31      

listopad  2009  

n p ú s č p s 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

8 9 10 11 12 13 14 

15 16 17 18 19 20 21 

22 23 24 25 26 27 28 

29 30      

Šťastný nový rok! 
Omaha Czech Cultural Club 
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Treasurer’s Report 
By 

Michelle Schiefen 
  

Note 
*Christmas Party balance 
 before cost of catering & 
hall. 
*Administration expenses 
include purchase of  
treasurer’s laptop and  
payment of dues to  
Nebraska Czechs. 

 
 
  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Omaha Czech Cultural Club Donations 

Festival Fund _________ General Fund _________ Queen Fund _________ Scholarship Fund _________ 

Name: _________________________________________________________________________________ 

Address: _________________________________ City ___________________ State _____ Zip _________ 

In memory ____ In honor _____ of __________________________________________________________ 
 

Make check or money order out to the Omaha Czech Cultural Club and mail it to the OCCC at PO Box 24367, 
Omaha, NE  68124-0367. The OCCC is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization. 

No donations to report 

 

 

Donation Recognition 

Czech Name Days ! 
http://www.myczechrepublic.com/czech_culture/czech_name_days/ 

 

January 
(Leden)  
 
1. Nový rok 

(New Year's Day) 

2. Karina 

3. Radmila 

4. Diana 

5. Dalimil 

6. Tři králové 

(The Three Kings) 

7. Vilma 

8. Čestmír 

9. Vladan 

10. Břetislav 

11. Bohdana 

12. Pravoslav 

13. Edita 

14. Radovan 

15. Alice 

16. Ctirad 

17. Drahoslav 

18. Vladislav 

19. Doubravka 

20. Ilona 

21. Běla 

22. Slavomír 

23. Zdeněk 

24. Milena 

25. Miloš 

26. Zora 

27. Ingrid 

28. Otýlie 

29. Zdislava 

30. Robin 

31. Marika  

Wish your friends a Happy Name Day:  

BlahopŚ§n² k sv§tku! ([Best] wishes on your name day!)  

 

Administration,  
(1,082.94)

ChristmasParty*
(Catering Bill Not 

Included),  

1,041.03 

Membership,  
1,913.53 

Newsletter,  
(341.51)

Programming,  
(469.84)

Scholarship,  
110.00 

Kitchen, -
52.48

WorldFest, 
263.04

EthnicNight, 
413.76 Royalty, 36

General Fund Committee Expenses 
YTD 2008-09 

-

2,000.00 

4,000.00 

6,000.00 

8,000.00 

10,000.00 

12,000.00 

Fund Balances December 2008
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  July – červenec 

  August – srpen 

  September – září 

  October – říjen 

  November – listopad 

  December – prosinec 

 

  January – leden 

  February – únor 

  March – březen 

  April – duben 

  May – květen 

  June – červen 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   1/11 OCCC Meeting – Presentation by Mila Saskova-Pierce, “Growing Up   

                                        Under Communism,” Sokol Hall, 21st & U Sts 

   2/15  OCCC Meeting – Monica and Carrie Brown, Sokol Hall, 21st & U Sts 

   3/08  OCCC Meeting – Steve Wineteer, Sokol Hall, 21st & U Sts 

   4/19  OCCC Festival, Sokol Hall, 21st & U Sts 

   5/17  OCCC Meeting – TBD, Sokol Hall, 21st & U Sts 

 

 

Czech out these events! 
Mark your calendars now 

Czech Vocabulary 
 

Omaha Czech Cultural Club 
Board Members 

President 

Steven Stastny, 339-7551 

President Elect 

Sonja Kapoun-Roof 

Vice President 

Steve Wineteer 

Secretary 

Pat Kutilek, 393-7469 

Treasurer 

Michelle Schiefen 

Delegate to the NE Czechs 

Trudi Stastny, 339-7551 

Alt Delegate to the NE Czechs 

Ed Daniel, 342-2515 

Members-at-Large 

Geri Hurlbutt 

Sandy Schnackenberg, 332-3233 

 


